
Make a replica Romano-British zoomorphic brooch 
In June 2021, a bronze chicken brooch was excavated at Vindolanda. Lots of zoomorphic 

(animal shaped) brooches from the Roman period have been found in Britain, many of them 

with bright coloured enamel inlay.  These drawings are based on brooches excavated in 

Britain. 

I’ve made a Minimus version (of course). Here’s how to make your 

own brooch! You’ll need a piece of card and a piece of tinfoil to 

start with. Draw a brooch shape on the card using the templates 

on the next page. Lay the template on the tinfoil and draw over the 

lines with a pencil or biro, so the lines are transferred. Cut out the 

foil shape, with a  margin of about a centimetre round the edge. 

Cut the card shape out and glue the foil on top. Fold the margin 

over the edge of the card shape and glue it.. Use sharpies to colour 

your brooch. Stick a safety pin to the back with tape.  




